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1892.] Proceedings of Scientific Societies. 357 

removing the paper, the celloidin block is transferred to 95$> alcohol 
for twenty-four hours, then to carbolic acid 1 or glycerin in which it 
becomes as transparent as glass 2 . The block is fixed in the usual 
manner. 

Orientation is now accomplished with the greatest ease. In cutting, the 
knife is wet with the clearing medium given above. The sections may 
be arranged in serial order on the knife-blade until a slide-full is 
obtained, when they are transferred, balsam and cover applied. By 
this method long series may be readily handled. Glycerin is used only 
when the mounting medium is glycerin ; in this case the knife is wet 
with glycerin. — A. C. Eycleshymer. 



PROCEEDINGS OP SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES. 

Boston Society of Natural History. — April 6th. — The fol- 
lowing papers were read : Percival Lowell, Shinto Occultism, God- 
possession of the People ; Harold C. Ernst, Some of the Advances in 
Bacteriology. — Samuel Henshaw, Secretary pro tempore. 

The Biological Society of Washington. — March 19th.— The 
principal paper of the evening was The Biological Basis of Psychol- 
ogy, by Prof. Lester F. Ward. The following communications were 
read: C. D. Walcott, On the Discovery of Certain Cambrian Fossils 
on the Coast of Massachusetts; F. H. Knowlton, The Fossil Flora of 
the Bozeman Coal Field ; C. W. Stiles, Notes on Parasites. Strongylus 
rubidus Hassall and Stiles, '92. 

April 2d. — The principal paper of the evening was The Interdepend- 
ence of Plants and Insects, by Prof. C. V. Riley, illustrated by lantern 
slides. The following communications were made : C. Hart Merriam, 
The Distribution of Tree Yuccas, illustrated ; H. E. Van Deman, 
Variations in the Fruit of Hicoria Pecan; G. W. Stiles, Notes on 
Parasites ; Two Stages in the Life History of Distoma magnum Bassi 
1875. (Z>. amerieana Hassall 1891.) — Frederic A. Lucas, Secre- 
tary. 

1 Bumpus, (Am. Nat., Jan. 1892) advises the use of thymol. 

2 Since discovering this method of rendering celloidin blocks transparent which was 
published in the Bot. Gaz. 1890 I have found that the clearing mixture given above 
answers the same purpose as the carbolic acid but requires a little longer time. 



